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by long waves of lead. Some of the men could not face it,
and doubled back Others were falling fast, especially the
officers, who were picked off relentlessly by Boer marksmen.
But still the general advance went on, with occasional pauses
as the men were able to get shelter in the dip of the slopes,
which ascended in terraces to the ridge. Then only a last rush
was needed up an almost precipitous incline to gain the summit.
The artillery from below, which had been sweeping the crest
with its shrapnel fire, now ceased for a while to let our men
gain the ridge, and the voice of Colonel Gunning, of the Rifles,
shouted the advance in a clear, shrill voice which rang out
above the din. The men responded with splendid courage,
but the Boers kept their ground and shot with the same
deadly accuracy. Colonel Sherston, a nephew of Lord Roberts,
was among the first to fall, and many other brave fellows bit
the dust. But the onrush of the Rifles and the Irish Fusiliers
was irresistible, and at last Talana Hill was won, and the
Boers streamed down the slopes on the other side.

The victory was ours, but it was marred by a disastrous
accident Our own artillery, whose view of the summit was
hindered by the rising ground, opened fire again, ignorant of
the fact that the hill had been taken. To the horror of the
men who in the hell of the Boer bullets had fought their way
desperately to the heights, they found themselves under a
storm of shrapnel from their own guns. Officers and men
were dropping everywhere. For a few moments it seemed as
if they were to be annihilated by their comrades. Colonel
Gunning stood up and in a voice of thunder shouted, ' Stop
that firing!' In another moment he fell dead. Then a
signaller of the Irish Fusiliers sprang on to a boulder and,
standing in the very face of the gunners, endeavoured to call
them with his flag. The shelling was now stopped, but not
before the crest had been abandoned by the victors.

Fortunately, however, the Boers were still in retreat, and
Talana was again held by our men soon after the horrible
mistake had "teen discovered by the artillery officers. The